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CREDULITY is a ſad misfortune in the 
oft-miſguided million: they are generally led 
aſtray by what 1s ſtrange and wonderful, 
and any thing ſeemingly ſupported by a few 
texts of ſcripture (no matter how miſappli- 
ed), is frequently attended with dangerous 
conſequences. My chief deſign, therefore, 
for anſwering the curious—I muſt add ridi- 
culous—pamphlet of Nathaniel Braſſey Hal- 
hed, Member of Parliament for Lymington, 
was to obviate thoſe idle and far-fetched 
arguments which were ſo raſhly advanced 
in defence of an enthuſiaſt. After I had 
written a few pages, I had the curioſity to 
viſit this /uppo/ed prophet, who is a middle 
aged man, of mild aſpett, rather tall and 

| ſlender 


1 


ſlender, his hair cut remarkably ſhort, and 
his attire plain. He afked me, if Thad read 
his book. I anſwered in the affirmative; 
for I underſtand, if I had ſignified the con- 
trary, he would have declined all further 


converſation. He then talked in a wild, 


unconnected manner, referring me (as Mr, 
Halhed remazks) to the ſcriptures: in ſhort, 


his whole behaviour teſtified a diſordered 
mind; and I think thoſe medical gentlemen 
who have declared him inſane, had very 
Juſt foundation for their opinion. I aſked 


him ſome queſtions relative to the reported 


death of the empreſs of Ruſſia; but he de- 
clared that ſhe was not dead, not would ſhe 
die a natural death, but Tuffer according to 
his prediction. I looked upon this as a piece 
of policy, for had he allowed the fallacy of 
his prophecy in this reſpect, of courſe the 
whole mult be eſteemed a fiction. Indeed, 
he inſinuated, that the report of her. death 
was a meer fabrication, in hopes to confute 
him, as if it were worth the while of any one 
to propagate ſuch a tale, for the ſake of 
proving Mr. Brothers. Seeing that there 
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was no downright confirmation of the em- 
preſs's death, I did nat attempt to argue 
with him upon chat point; only abſerved, 
that it was in general believed io be true, 
and that I thought there were ſome grounds 
for the news. Mr. Brothers ſeemed diſ- 


pleaſed at being doubted, and heſitated 


more than once in his replies. Our con- 
verſation was but ſhort, there being others 
deſirous of ſeeing him, and I being unwil- 
ling to be accounted one of the fools of the 
age. My opinion of this character is, that 
he has been weak enough to liſten to the 
perſuaſions of ſome deſigning men, who 
have ſtimulated him, without doubt, to pub- 
liſh his book, for the purpoſe of promoting 
apprehenfion and ſedition ; while; in ſo do- 
ing, he has worked himſelf up to a ſtate of 
frenzy and enthuſiaſm. As this man has re- 
ferred me to the ſcriptures, and Mr. Halhed 
in his pamphlet pretends to argue from thoſe 
infallible guides, I ſhall meet him on his 
own ground; preſuming that, with very lit- 
tle trouble, I ſhall (to the ſatisfaction of all 
readers) confute the arguments of the one, 

« and 


, 


viii) 


and thereby ſhew the inſignificancy of the 


other's prophecies. It is a taſk, I muſt on, 


which affords but little pleaſure; for what 
honor can be derived from a ſubje&t ſo fu- 


tile and contemptible! But as ſilence, in 


this caſe, would be a ſeeming approbation 


of thoſe vile threats and follies, it is the pre- 
rogative of every true · born Engliſhman to 
ſhew, that he is not to be alarmed * mere 


words or air. 
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How any man of common underſtunding 
can avowedly attempt to defend the inſanity, 
or, at leaſt, the profanity of Rica D BroTHERs, 

is to me aſtoniſhing. By meer accident the 
rodomontade ſtuff of that enthuſiaſtic writer 
fell into my hands —a curſory view was ſuffi- 
cient I thought no more of it; but when Mr. 
Halhed, a MeMBzR of PARLIAMENT, food uþ in 
his defence, I own that I was both aſtoniſhed 
and aſhamed, nor, at the moment of wonder, 
could I  forbear exclaiming 


NaTHANTEL, NATHANIEL, que te dementia cepit ? 


Therefore the next queſtion which I recom- 
mend to the Debating Society (who have already 
B pronounced 


( 10 ) 


pronounced the prophet inſane), is—Which is 


more mad, or enthufiaſtic=the Offender, or his 
Defender ? 

WHO, and WHAT, is this feln Brothers? 
We are told; by himſelf, he is „ The Man 
(Ged Almighty's Nephew) that will be revealed to 
the Hebrews as their prince, to all nations 
as their governor, according to the covenant to 
- king David, immediately under God.” Muſt 
not the ears of every pious chriſtian tingle at 
the hortid expreſſion, but more particularly 
when defended? We are told that Brothers is 
a ſecond 'Moſes—and 7 ſuppoſe his Defender is 
2 lend AARON, who is appointed to ſupport 
this mat and modes man, flow. of /perch, and of 
4 flow tongue, by his eloquert: and powerful argu- 
ments. To prove the defender a fecond AARON, 
would, I confeſs, be an eaſy taſk; for, from 
his own words, he is devoted to idolatry ; ſee- 
ing, that through BRIBERY and \corrRuPTION he 
could part with his own ſoul! Says our bleſſed 


Redeemer, What is a man who parts with his | 


foul ? but the prophet, hom you believe, 
| 1 


may 


2 + 3 


1711050 
- may tell you, This night (or r .the db. 
gute), thou ſhalt be with me in - Paradife/”! 


Let us, however, obſerve how judcinify' Mr, 
Halhed vindicates. the title which the ſham pro- 
Phet afſutnes, of God Almighty's Nbem. 


„ fincetely hope there is no man ip this 


country. who will, openly deny that Jeſus 
« Chriſt is God Almighty if there be, I 


4 ſpeak not to him—I am ſure no, Member of 


« the.eſtabliſhed Trinitarian Church can ſafely ſay 
cc otherwiſe Nox if Jeſus Chriſt had. brothers 
« and liſters, as is expreſaly proved, from the 
. goſpel, the fon of any one of. thoſe muſt 
« neceſſarily have been bis Nephew. | Extend 
«Y the. line of filiation | as far oh; pleaſe, 
cc trough 59, 100, or 1000 deſcents, the laft 
« is ſtill a nephew, lineally deſcended from 
10 the firſt, in the ſame manner as every Jew, 
& to this day, is a ſon of Abraham,, as we are 
« all of us, beyond all doubt, the ons of 
t Adam — | | 
| And pray, Mr. Halhed! where is it rel 
mentioned, in the goſpel, that Mary, the mo- 
D of 
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of Jeſus, had ſens and daughters? Both Mr. Hal- 
hed and his frimnd' ſeem totally unacquainted 
with the original meaning of the word brother: 
which, among the ancients, was uſed with greater 
latitude than at pteſent; and applied, indiffer- 
-ently, to almoſt all who ſtood related, in the 
collateral line, as uncles, nephews, firſt coufins, 
/&c. &c. in which latter ſenſe it is thought to 


be uſed in the goſpels of St. Matthew and 


St. Mark, and by St. Paul, &c, ind bis bre- 


ibren, (nieanitig; fays the ſham prophet, brothers, 


as if every ſchool-boy did not know that bre- 
thren and brothers were the Plural number) James, 
and Je, and Simon, and Judas and bis | / hers (1 i. e. 
their fiſters, or our Saviour's firſt couſins in 
the female NE filers being uſed here with the 
ſame freeddm as brethren) are they not all with us? 


Sc. (Matthew, ch. 13, v. 5 5). Now if James, and 


Joſes, and Simon, and Judas, were not born 


till after Chriſt, one would think they would 
be too young, at this time, to have any buſineſs 
with our Saviour (chap. 12, v. 46). Our Sa- 
viour extends the meaning! of the words bre- 


ther 


youngy 
ther, 
ſtyled 
of Jer 
enouę 
Brot hei 
to C2 


( 3 } 
ther and hier, by ſaying, that every one that 
does his will is his brother, and ſiſter, and mother, 
(v. 50). The ſham prophet, without heſitation 
declares James to be the %% ſon, becauſe, I 
ſuppoſe, he is the ff mentioned; he might 
have been, for aught: we can tell: but, for my 
part, I think the names are promi/cuouſly written, for 
the order differs in this chapter of St. Matthew, 
and the 6th of St. Mark, whereby it would 
be impoſſible to aſcertain which was the 
youngeſl, St. Paul calls James the Lord's bro- 
ther,, by the ſame rule, who was likewiſe 
ſtyled (as we are informed) James the leſs, biſhop 
of Jeruſalem, Your defence might have been well 
enough, had the prophet called himſelf Chrif's 
brother, ſeeing that his. father we are authorized 
to call ours! 755 . 

I preſume, Mr. Halhed, that you under- 


ſtand common ænigmas and conundrums 
much better than the viſions and phraſes in 


holy ſcripture—indeed you deal in paradoxes and 
puzzles, You ſay the Holy Ghoſt may have no 


hape; then declare that he actually appeared 
| as 


— — 
. — 


( 44 )) 
as 4 dove, when Jeſus Chriſt was baptized in 
Jordan, which, you prefume, no believer in 
the goſpel will conteſt with you. Now I do; 
for I believe the tranſlation erroneous, and that 
the true meaning is, the ſpirit of God deſcended: as 
a dove WOULD DESCEND, and not @s @ dive: IT» 
szlr. Should this be the real meaning (as 
ſeveral learned divines imagine) what are we 
to think of Mr. Brothers, who ſpecifies even 
the hue of the dove ver coltured I | fear it 
was a falſe Spirit that he fax. „e 

Our bleſſed Redeemer. has enjoĩned us to * 
ware of falſe prophets, which came to us in ſheep's cloth- 
ing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves, It is there, 
fore the duty of every pious chriſtian to be 
ſlow in belief, and not give ear to the meer 
ipſe dixit of a madman. —— vult * 
dicipiatur. 

I, think, if I confute 83 in ont one 
particular, the whole of his prophecies muſt 
fall to the ground. He calls himſelf Few 
Chrift's Nephew. Where are thoſe miracles, which 
evinced the glory of the Son of God ? Is the 


1 


nephew inadequate to the taſk ? Has he not 
equal power to cure the lame, the blind, &c, 3 
During ſuch hard times as theſe, it would be 
a divine action to feed multitudes, to turn our 
water into wine, Or, as water is now ſcarce, Mo. 
ſes-like, the rocks into water! Where is the pro- 
bat of his being a ſecend Moſes? Where is his 
ſerpent· rod? for any one can diſplay a com- 
mon one, —his leprous hand? Will he divide 
the Thames, that we may walk through it? He 


has threatened to plague us, indeed, with darkneſs 


and earthquetes; but let him ſend locus and lice, 
and then we ſhall believe. Let us, however, 
take a view of Brothers's modeit aſſeveration 


of himſelf: He tells us (p. 65) that the 18th 


chapter of Deuteronomy refers to him; that he is 
the prophet, there promiſed, like unts Moſes, and 


confirmed (ver. 18) by the Logp! I wonder 


the denunciation againſt falſe prophets, in the 
20th verſe of this chapter, did not ftrike 
Richard Brothers with awe. Let him care- 
fully peruſe it. | e 
Some 


( 16 ) 
Some commentators imagined this prophet; 
which, was promiſed by Moſes, was Joſhua, from 


Ecclus. ch. 46, v. 1, becauſe he was Moſes's ſuo- 


ceſſor (Feſbua, ch. 1, v. 1) and God was with him 
as he was with Moſes (v. 17). Yet in the 34th 
chapter of Deuteronomy (v. 10) we read, There araſe 


not a prophet in Iſrael like unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew 


face to face. If this paſſage was added after Moſes's 
death, as ſome declare, 'by Joſhua himſelf, then 
he conſequently excludes | himſelf from being a 
prophet like unto Moſes. Some think it was 
Jeremiah, with leſs reaſon; others, a ſucceſſion 
of prophets ;—but ſurely the word is in the fingu- 
lar number; and if the above verſe was added, as 
ſome declare, by Ezra, neither Jeremiah, nor the 
reſt of the prophets, were meant; nor Brothers, 
I am ſure; for when did he ſee the Lord? As yet 
he has not had the arrogance to declare he did. 
Certainly. our blefſed Redeemer, who held com- 
munion with the Father, is the prophet here al- 
lyded to, as is confirmed by the teſtimony of St. 
Peter, which Brothers artfully endeavours to dd 


away, That Chriſt was /ike e Moſes, has in many 


inſtances 
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inſtances. been proved. Euſebius, who is very 


_ copious. on this ſubject, draws a parallel between 


them; and though the one was a man, and the 
other God in human nature, the reſemblance is 
ſtriking, ſin only excepted. - It is obſerved by Dr. 
Jortin, that Moſes in his infancy was preſerved, 
when the reſt of the children were deſtroyed; fo 
was our Saviour when Herod commanded all the 


innocents to be put to death, Can Brothers pro- 
duce a more ſtriking, or as ſtriking a ſimilitude ? 


Moſes alſo fled from his country to eſcape, the 


wrath of Pharaoh; and Joſeph likewiſe took 


Chriſt to Egypt, to preſerve him from the rage of 
Herod. However, Brothers may hereafter boaſt 


that he fled from his country to eſcape Bediam or 


Newgate: Again—Moſes refuſed to be called the 


ſon of Pharaoh's daiighter ; and Chrift, though 
the Son of God, would not accept of the tempo- 
ral kingdom of the Jews. But Brothers, I dare 


fay, would ſec no more viſions, if thoſe be applied to, 


offered him a golden key for his mouth. Add to 


this, Moſes was learned in all the accompliſh- 


ments of the Egyptian ſchools; and likewiſe 


C _ Chriſt 


— 
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Chriſt, when only twelve years of age, was capa - 
ble of diſputing with the moſt experienced of the 
| Jewiſh doctors. Poor Brothers, I think, cannot 
be ſo vain as to think himſelf aſſimilated td Mo- 
ſes in this reſpect. His Prophecies Mr. Halhed 
acknowledges to be. © replete with grammatical - 
faults, deſtitute of harmony of arrangement and 
elegance of diction.” To prove a greater fimila-. . 
rity between Chriſt and Moles, the latter we find 
contended with the Egyptians, and the former, 
caſt out devils; but Brothers, though he com- 
plains bitterly of the evil ſpirits which infeſt Lon, 
don, has not proved the ability of baniſhing.them. . . 
Moſes. foretold the calamities which would come: 
upon the children of Iſrael: - ſo did” Chriſt, . 
Moſes interceded for ſinners:—Chriſt laid down, 
his life as a ranſom for them. Moſes inſtituted, 
the Paſſover ;—Chriſt inſtituted the Euchariſt. , 
Moſes ſet up the brazen ſerpent in the wilderneſs: 
—and Chriſt was lifted up on the croſs, that he. 
might draw all men unto him, Moſes was a laws, 
giver :—ſo was Chriſt. And can all theſe ſimili- 
tudes be the effect of mere chance? or did not 
the 


( ts) 


the one take place in conſequence of its being 


ſoretold by the other, who ſpoke by the direction 
of unerring Wiſdom? It ia added, in this chap- 
ter of Deuteronomy, that if this prophet (which 
Brothers pretends is himſelf, and which I ſay is 
Chtiſt) ſnould be rejected, then God would pour 


forth his fury on the people: and will any man | 


lay, That has not happened? The Jews have been 


long ago outcaſts from the common privileges of 


all other people; and yet they are ſuffered to re- 


main on the earth, as an evidence of the Truth 


of thoſe books which they profels to believe, but 
at the ſame time wreſt to their own ruin. Can 
any man of ordinary underſtanding ſuppoſe that 
God would diſhonor his Son ſo much as to ſend a 


Man-yrophet after him? No. Chriſt is the pro- 
phet Moſes foretold ; and who could be more 


like to him, for the reaſons already given? Chriſt 
being & 4 man, and ſuffering and a&ing like Moſes 
upon the earth. But has not our Saviour himſelf 
taken notice of this prophecy of Moſes in the 
Goſpel of St. John, which goſpel Brothers ac- 
knowledges to be authentic? Certainly he alludes 

| C 2 to 


( 20 ) 

| to the declaration of Moſes, that they ſhould 
hearken unto this prophet (meaning himſelt)—Ds 
not think that I will accuſe you to the Father — there is one 
that accuſeth you, even Moſes, in whom ye truſt; for had ye 
believed Moſes, ye would have believed me, rok HE WROTE 
or ME, (Fohn, ch. 5, v. 45, 46) Brothers pre- 


tends that his viſions (as he calls them), are 


words put in his mouth, that he ſhould ſpeak 
all that he was commanded (according to ver, 
:8). Now what Moſes meant by theſe words 
was, that the prophet, who was to be ſent, 
fhould declare the will of God, to his people, 


in a free and familiar manner. This our bleſſ- 
ed Lord and Saviour did:: his doctrines were 
both confirmed by miracles; and calculated to 


promote the good of mankind. The predic- 
tion againſt thoſe who did not hearken 10 his words, 


was remarkably fulfilled in the ſevere judgment 
executed upon the Jewiſh nation, for their cruel 


treatment of the prophets in general, and of 
the Meſſiah in particular: the horrors,” diſcord, 
and diſtreſs, which preceded the taking of Je- 


ruſalem, by Titus, are not to be paralleled in 
hiſtory, 


( 21.) 


hiſtory, ancient or modern, I have defired 
BroTHzss to read the acth verſe, and tremble ! 
Let him alſo read the laſt in this chapter: 
When a prophet ſpeaketh, in the name of the Lord, if 
the thing follow met, nor come to paſs, that is the thing 
which the Lord hath not ſpolen, but the prophet hath 
ſpoken of it preſumptuouſly, thou ſhalt not be afraid of 
bim. A pretender to divine miſſion was al- 
ways confidered as an impoſtor, if the pro- 
phecy or miracle, upon which he founded his 
pretenſions, did not come to paſs. But he was 
not always to be conſidered as a true prophet 
when it did. He was not to be looked upon 
in that light, except the prophecy, or miracle, 
was calculated to ſupport a doctrine worthy of 
the Almighty / BRoTHERs prides himſelf upon hav- 
ing foretold ſome events relative to France— 
I, myſelf, predicted the unhappy Queen's death; 
yet I am no prophet, We needed no conjurors 
to come and tell us many things, which then 
it was eaſy enough to anticipate. | 

Having delivered the many inſtances of ſtrik- 
ing ſimilitude between our Redeemer and Moſes, | 
| | let. 


( 22 ) 
let us, a while, examine the pretended likeneſs 
of Brorners (as defended by Mr. Halhed), 
The parallel (he writes) between the two | 


= perſonages, Mr. Brothers ſtates to have tal. 


t lied hitherto, and, he aſſerts, will continue to 
& do ſo; for as Moſes aſcended from the ark 
ti of bull-ruſhes, ſo did Mr. Brothers ariſe from 
« a ſhip, having been bred to che navy. 

Amazing fimilitude ! But pray how many others, 
beſides Mr. Brothers, are like to Moſes in this 
reſpet? But to proceed That this coinci- 
« dence of characters might be evident, at firſt 
« ſight, Mr. Brothers afferts, that, by the com- 
* mand of God himſelf, be cut a wand in 


1792, which is to perform, preciſely, the ſame 


* miracle with the former wand of Moſes.” 
Herein Brothers has acted very unlike Moſes; 
for Moſes, inſtead of telling the people that 


he had cut a wand fome time ago for the pur- 


poſe of changing it to a ſerpent, performed, 
with his rod, the miracle at once; but Bro- 
thers's wand is , to perform it. There is no 


great art required in cutting @ wand, nor has 


Moles, 


— — — — 


(- 23 ) 


Moſes, in his hiſtory, aſcertained, like Bro» 


thers, when, or by what means, he procured hig 
rod, The, bold aſſertion, that Mr. Brothers 
had an intercourſe with God, exceeds. allj the 
blaſphemy that ever I heard.!—lIn what fery- 
% did God appear to him All the pra- 
phets, which ſucceeded: Moſes, pretend not to 
this honor. Our Saviour alone held commu- 
nion with the. Father; and, in the heating of 


multitudes, a voice from Heaven addreſſed 


bim. As Moſes was born in Egypt, ſo Tan- 
don, Mr. Halhed has endeavoured . to prove 
(which I ſhall anſwer hereafter) from St. John 
in the Revelations (which I am ſure neither, he nor 
his prophetical friend underfland) is ſpiritually called 
Sopom, in Egypt; this, of courſe, infers that 


Brothers, being born in London, alias Ecyer, 
is ſtilt more like to Moſes. But in this he 
has materially hurt the CR RAT PROPHET, Who, 

I am ſurpriſed, was not warned in 4 viſion 17 


correct him: for Brothers himſelf has, in Nxw- 
GATE (a place where Moſes never was), declared 
that E was NOT BORN IN Loxpon, Prophets, 

| modern 
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modern ones I mean, who are ocherwiſe called 


LYaRs, ſhould have good memories. © 


I have already ſaid that Brothers has ar:fully 


endeavoured to contradict thoſe paſſages, in the 


Acts of the holy apoſtles, where Chriſt is proved 
to be that prophet which was promiſed. It 'is- now 


expedient that I ſhould peak more A e 
upon this ſubj et. a! . of 
Brothers has quoted fome parts of the "th 
chapter, it being (he ſaid) miſunderſtood by 
expounders of the ſcripture, and as be is cm- 
manded to inſert and explain it for the benefit ef. all 
But he only ſlightly mentions' the 3d 
chapter, which, as it precedes the 2th,” 1 ſhall 
frt take into conſideration, and thereby confute 
Mr. Brothers. | | 1 
Acrs, chap. 3, ver. 22. For Moſes truly ſaid un- 
to the fathers, A prophet fhall' the Lord God raiſe up 
unto you of your Brethren like unto me: him ſhall you 
hear in all things, whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you. 
Now Mr. Halhed, and Mr. Brothers, I muſt 
beg leave to remark, that the word TRULY, 
in the firſt line of this verſe, implies the 2hen 
accompliſhment 


of 
hi 


(-25 ) 


accompliſhment of this prediction in the coming 
F our Saviour: —Otherwiſe how could St. Peter 
have declared that Moſes had trULY. fait? 
Verſe 24. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel, and 
thaſe that follow, after, as many as have OI 
wiſe. foretold of theſe days — | 
The primary word of this verſe beg unites 
it- with the preceding ſo that it is not any 
freſh : matter the apoſtle is introducing, but ſtill 
confines himſelf to the ſubject of that prophet 
whom Moſes alluded to; and the concluding 
words, / theſe dayt, imply the coming of the 
Meſſiah and his kingdom. Ho, therefore, can 
Mr. Brothers dare (page 68) to aſſert, that St. 
Peter, herein, does not mean that Chriſt is the, 
prophet. alluded to by Moſes? 5 
From this chapter Mr. 1 has _ | 
no quotations ; and he has ſkipped ſeveral verſes 
in the qth, though be was commanded to inſert and 
explain it, One. verle, however, addreſſed to the 
Jews, I ſhall take the liberty of inſerting for 
him. | EN 3 


3 Verle 
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yVerſe: 52. Which of: the. prophets have not ' yaur 
fathers perſecuted? Aud they 'have Jain them which 
ſhewed before: of the coming of - the Ju One, of whom 
v have been now. the betrayers and murderers. 

But it was policy in Mr. Brothers to omit 
this verſe, as he could not then arrogate in 


the leaſt degtee the dignity and. honour of 


being chat Fu One, of whom Moſes prophecied. 
But 1 ſhould be glad to be informed, if Ri- 
chard; Brothers. was | indeed the prophet promiſed, 
uhy the ſubject was introduced by St. Peter, 
and St. Stephen, at this critical period, when 
ſo foreign to the purpoſe? We are told, in the 
preceding chapter, that certain ſynagogues aroſe 
difputing with Stephen, and that men were 
ſuborned, which ſaid, Vi have heard- bin ſpeal 
wd pbemeus wordt againft Maſes and again: Cu. For 
we. baue beard him ſay, that this Fefus of Nazareth 
hall defroy this place, and ſhall change the cuſlumt wohith 
Miſes Alliverei us, (ver. 11, 14). On this account 
the faint was brought to the council, and 1 
preſume that he had no occaſion to mention 
cat one BROTHERS would be hereafter born to 


alarm 
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alarm old women with his bombaſtic prophe- 
cies. It behoved him to prove that Jeſus, of 
Nazareth was the prophet that Moſes had pro- 
miſed. Had he inſinuated that another prophet 
was to come, after Jeſus, he, would have con- 
demned himſelf, and his enemies have had juſt 
occaſion ſor accuſing him of blaſphemy againſt 
Moſes :—which blaſphemy was changing the cuſtoms, 
that is, giving new laws. Moſes was the law- 
giver till the coming of the /zcond prophet, and 
this is what increaſes the fimilarity between 
the Man-prophet and the God-prophet ! What 
Laws has BxoTnass iflued forth yet; and when 
he docs, wHo WILL OBEY THEM ? 

cannot but admire the great craft which 
has been made uſe of by this ſham prophet, 
in chuſing the moſt intricate parts of the fcrip- 
ture to anſwer the purpoſe of deception: he 
continually refers to the Apocrypha and Re- 
velations for his prophecies and probats—Now 
our blefſed Saviour always referred us to the 
moſt comprehenſive parts of the holy ſctipture. 
But I wonder Mr, BroTHERs would- inſert the 

He | D 2 book 
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book of Eſdras under the appellation of Apocry- 
pha (which Greek word fignifies writings of un- 
certain authority), as thereby he gives juſt oc- 
caſion to doubt the veracity of his aſſertions. 

Mr. Brothers, when an officer in the navy, 
ſays, that he had always a pre-ſentiment of 
being ſome time or other very great; and, as 
now he ſeems poſitive of his exaltation, recom- 
mends to every perſon to read the 13th chap- 
ter of the book of Eſdras to the 13th verſe, 
as it means himjelf. I think it rather extraordi- 
mary that he ſhould ſtop at this particular 
verſe, where there is no period ; or that the reader 
mould not go on further, where there is an in- 
terpretation of all thoſe preceding verſes. The 
matter which Brothers thus preſumptuouſly aſ- 


ſumes to himſelf, is the viſion of a man com- 


ing out of the ſea, who was to deliver the 
people; and in verſe 32, it is explained then 
ſball ny ſon be declared, (i. e. the Son of God) 
whom thou ſaweſt as a man aſcending, BROTHERS, 
I grant, has made a quotation from this part, 
but he has not attempted to illuſt rate it— 


only 


( 29 ) 
only he harps upon "thoſe words coming up from 
the mid of the ſea, as an alluſion to his be- 
ing in the navy; as if no other perſon could 
boaſt, - at preſent, of having had that honor. 
But Mr. Brothers's advocate has thought pro- 
per to inform us, that the word ſea cannot be 
taken literally, as, in allegorical writings, every 
word is a portion of the allegory.” Herein I 
agree with Mr. Halhed ; and this very remark 
of his confutes the affertion of his friend, the 
prophet: for if the word ſea be allegorical, as no 
doubt it is, it cannot ' poſſibly allude to Mr. 
Brothers' being in the navy. 

Mr. Halhed is ' conſcious that the 2d book 
of Eſdras has been always eſteemed fabulous; 
and, indeed, his account concerning the retreat 
of the ten tribes is fo inconſiſtent, and full 
of uncertain traditions, that very little credit 
ought to be given to it. However, much in- 
duſtry has been diſplayed to appropriate the 
11th chapter, of this doubtful book, to the pre- 
ſent times. However, in verſe 40, &c. of the 
' 13th chapter, it is evident that Eſdras alluded 

$ to 
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to poſt times. Never did people experience 
the unhappy revolutions, therein prophecied, 
more. amply. than the kingdom of Iſrael, other- 
wie called the kingdom of the ten tribes: who, 
in conſequence of their fin, were carried away 
captive - by Tig-lath-pileſer and. Salmanafer his 
fon, kings of Aſſyria, and never more returned 
to their native country, religion, or government. 
The place to which theſe ten tribes were tranſ- 
ported, and whether there are any veſtiges of 
them yet remaining, are ſubjects: that have ex- 
erciſed the pens of the ableſt authors in all 
ages; eſpecially as the deſcendants of the other 
two tribes have ſtrenuouſly afferted, that their 
captive brethren have, all along, lived in great 
proſperity and grandeur, in ſome unknown land ; 
as a national and united body, in an independ- 
ent ſtate, and under monarchies and republics 
of their own. By the 2d book of Kings, chap. 
17, ver. 6, it is expreſsly mentioned, that the 
Iſraelites were carried into two diſtinct places, 
namely, Aſſyria and Medea, and that they were 
ſcattered and diſperſed, in leſſer bodies, over 
| the 
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the whole face of the earth. In ſhort, though 
Artaxerxes in his commiſſion to Efdras, gave free 
liberty to all. the Jews in his dominlons to return 
to Jeruſalem, if they were ſo minded which ſome, 
without doubt, moſt gladly embraced; yet the 
main bulk of the ten tribes, being unwilliag to 
remove, continued in the land of their captivity ; 
therefore all theſe prophecies, which ſome have 
miſtakingly applied to their return ſrom Babylon; 
are certainly forerunners of a greater event - even 
their converſion and final reſtoration: under the 
kingdom-of the Meffiah.. 

Of courſe, Brothers and his advocate, have 
advanced very lame authorities to corroborate their 
bold aſſert ions. Theſe paſſages, though twiſted 
and tortured as they have been, have no affinity 
whatever to the king e Prufſia, & c. &e. In 
like manner the prophet Daniel is played upon, 
and an abſolute parody written upon his viſion. 
Though great as Mr. Halhed thinks himſelf in 
decyphering myſterious and allegorical modes of 
compoſition, he has, in a very forced. manner in- 
deed, read the modern hiſtory of Europe, in the 

prophetic 


(:82 3) 

g prophetic records of the Old and. New Teſta- 
ment. The key which he thinks Mr. Brothers has 
found for the unlocting of thoſe ſecrets, is a falſe one, 
and ſerves only to ſpoil and entangle the whole. 
Give me leave, Prophet as thou pretendeſt to be, 
to ſet both thee and thy advocate right. 

Daniel, chap. vii. ver. 2, &c. 1 ſaw in my viſion by 
night, and behold, the four winds of the heavens ſtroue upon 
the great ſea. And four great beaſts came up from the ſea, 
diverſe from one another, &c. &c. | 

In ancient times canquerors were always repre- 
ſented by different emblems. ,. Thus ; a lion de- 
noted force, an eagle rapidity, &c. &c. The firſt 
beaſt, which Brothers has the audacity, to ſay is 
the king of England, was meant . for Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who was looked upon as a lion, till the 
conqueſts of his army were ſtopped, or, as the pro- 
phet expreſſes it, his wings plucked, by the joint 
forces of Cyrus and Darius, who made attacks 


upon the Babyloniſh- empire for near twenty years 
before its final deſtruction. Here it is neceſſary 
to remark, both for Halhed's and Brothers's in- 
formation, that this viſion which the prophet had, 


was 
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was ſevehtren wur! before the oceurtefiees in the 
preceding chapter. The ſteond bealt (which is 
now prophecied to be the Empreſs of Rüti,) i, With 
greater reaſon, uriderſto6d te be the Perfan em. 
pire, which graduuliy roſe to its then ſtate of 
power and freatheſs; and the 75/7 #84; which Mr. 
Halhed philoſophical interpreth et 187. affetittt, 
mean Babylon, Eydia, and E ; Cytus having 
ſubdued Lydia in the time of Crœſus, and Egypt 
being conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, fill re. 
mained ſubject to the Babylonidns, and confe- 
quently upon the reduction of the * became 
tributary to Cyrus. 

I cannot but admire the great ingevviry My, 
Halhed has diſplayed in reming ond fu hargluf the 
third beaſt; but we are told, by nakuraliſts, that a 
leapdrd never was timed! Were the French, then, 
always ferocious? Notwithſtanding all Mr. Hal- 
hed's illuſtrations, I fear Brother's attempt to 
ſhow that the third beaft is à reference to the 
late King of France wilt be ineffetudl, His en- 
pounder has laboured exceedingly to prove the 
parallel, but fill, like other conimjentators, I do 

E believe 
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believe that the Grecian empire, under Alexander, 
is the juſt ſignification. And the 13th chapter of 
Revelation, which BxoTazss would fain perſuade 


us means the death of Charles I. of England, and | 


which Mr. Halhed looks upon as a corroboration 
of his fanciful aſſertions; is a freſh inſtance of much 


labour being ſpent in vain. All expoſitors of the 


Holy Scriptures have unanimouſly agreed, that 


the beaſt. herein mentioned, having ſeven heads, and 


ten horns, implies the city of Rome, ſtanding upon 
ſeven hills, and the ten kingdoms into which its” 
dominions were to be divided. 

To complete the farcical interpretation of this 
viſion, we are told, that the fourth beaſt, which hi- 


therto was always eſteemed an alluſion to the Roman 


empire, 1s the preſent Emperor of Germany ; and 


the ten horns, the Electors or Princes of the Em- 


pire,— Riſum teneatis, Amici? ] am of opinion, that 
the ten horns (as 1 ſaid before) denote the ten king- 
doms into which the Roman Empire was divided. 
The vigilance and policy of the Roman Hierar- 
chy (which became proverbial) are fully ſet forth 
by the horn with eyes, and the great turbulence 

and 
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and diſputations of thoſe times, is the maurh ſpeak- 


ing great things. In the interpretation given to 
Daniel, it is expreſſed that the ten horns out of this 
kingdom (i. e. the fourth beaft) are ten kings, by 
which are. meant #ingdoms, and which is ſo tranſ- 
lated by the Vulgate, Greek, and Arabic. If we 
fix the æra for theſe ten A wy will ay 
tound as follow : 


1. Britons. ; 6. Almons. 
2. Franks. > bi 27 Viſigoths. 
3. Burgundians. 8. Oſtrogoths. 
Py Saxons. 5 9. Greeks. 
5. Vandals. 10ð0. Suevians. 


Now the little horn is an alluſion to the anti- 
chriſt who ſhould root up three of theſe ten kings, 
and-domineer over the reſt. The antichriſt is ac- 
knowledged to be the Pope, who was to riſe after 
the other, or, according to the Greek tranſlation; 
behind them, for gradually growing, the ten kings 
were not aware of it till it overtopped them. The 
three firſt horns (or kingdoms) were to be plucked 
up by the roots, viz. the exaſchate of Ravenna, 
the kingdom of Lombardy, and the ſenate of 

E 2 | Rome. 
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Rame. The firſt was ſurrendered to the Pope by 
Pepin, king of France, A. D. 745; the ſecond was 
ſuhdued by Charles. the Great, called Charle- 
_ magne of France, who reſigned his pretegſigns to 


Sp, Pater, A. D. 774 ; the latter was inveſted, by 
the Pope, by Lewis the Pious. The Pope, by 
wearing a triple crawn, dengied theſe (hree triumphs; 
yet ſtill he anſwered the character of a litula horn, 
the power of the Popes being originally very tri- 
fling, and their temporal dominiong very incon- 
ſiderable in compariſon with the others of the ten 
borns. The words (ver. 23.) be ſhall be diverſe from 
all others, is, in the Greek and Arabig, be Hall ex- 
ceed in wickedneſs, all before bim. Either ſenſe, how- 
ever, will correſpond with qu interpretation. The 
25th verſe, which is moſt terribly tortuzed by Bro- 
thers, is a ſtrong corroboration, of the 4rus meaning 
af the viſion, The remarks of Newton hereupon 
are exceedingly cxitical and juſt —4nd he ball fheak 
great words againſt the. moſt. High, and wees aut the ſaints 
of the moſt, High : that is, By wars, and maſſacres, 
and inquiſttions, pexſecuting and deſtroying the 


faithful ſervants. of Jeſus, and the true worſhippers 
of 
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of God, who proteſted againſt this antichriſt's 
innovations, and refuſed to comply with the ido+ 
latry then in practice. He fell think to change times 
and manners, by appointing faſts and feaſts, canon- 
iaing ſaints, granting pardans and indulgences for 
ſin, inſtituting new modes of worſhip, impoſing 
new articles of faith, enjoining new rules of prac- 
tice, and reverſing at pleaſure the laws bath of 
God and man. And they Hall be given into bis h 
until'@ time, and times, and the dividing of time. That 
implies a year, like A Day, in the prophets; that 
is, ayer, and years, and half a year, according ta our 
late ingenious expoſitors, who have all agreed in 
their calculation. 

Any falſe prophet, as well as | BaoTHBRS, 
may, by a litle ſtudy, pervert many paſſages of 
tbe Holy Bible to anſwer private purpoſes, particu- 
larly the parts that are allegorical and figurative. 
There are many examples in the ſacred Writings, 
where tribes, kings, &c. are compared to beafts, | 
and the like. The prophet Jeremiah has abſo- 
lutely termed Nebuchadnezzar a lion, which cor- 
roborates the opinion, that the firſt heaft in Da- 
niel's 
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niel's viſion was the king of Babylon — Batybn, in 
plain terms, neither Sopou nor Low Do Judah 


is likewiſe compared to a lion in Geneſis; Hachur to 


a ſtrong aſs; Dan to a ſerpent; Naphtali to a hind 
let looſe 3 F##phito a fruitful bough; _——_ a 
ravenous wolf, &c. &c. &. 5 

Conjectural emendations upon the Apocalypſe, 
and the obſcure prophets, have generally been at- 


tended with ſerious conſequences. Hence origi- 


nate fanaticiſm, atheiſm, &c, It is exceedingly 
difficult to draw out my/tical meanings with ſuffi- 
cient certainty beyond what our infallible guides 
in the New Teſtament have already produced 
for us, or plainly indicated. The generality of 
ſuch pretenders, thinking they' have found a 
cue, or, as Mr. Halhed ſays, a key for that (pur- 
poſe, flrain in ſuch a violent manner, that they 
abſolutely force open ſuch heterogenous opinions, as 
to bewilder not only themſelves, but all their 


readers. Part of the firſt book of Daniel, from 
the fourth verſe of his ſecond chapter to the end 


of the ſeventh, was originally written in the Chal- 
dee language; a demonſtration, that in that part 
he 


Ci 0-H: 
he treats of the Chaldean, or Babyloniſh affairs, 
The other fix chapters, which are likewiſe: pros 
pherical, contain the; future events of foreign 
princes, and kingdoms. St. Jerom informs us, 
that Porphyry objected to his prophecies con- 
cerning the coming of the Meſſiah, and the 
great events of after times: conſequently thoſe 
which related to the kings of Syria and. Egypt 
muſt have been written after the times of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes. Thoſe prophecies, foretelling 
the ſucceſſes of Alexander, (chap. 8, ver. 5, and 


chap. 9, ver, 3,) were highly eſteemed by Alex- 


ander , himſelf, and were written in Hebrew. 
I totally diſagree with Mr. Halhed in think- 
ing that Mr. Brothers has, in a ſatisfactory man- 
ner, proved that Babylon (as mentioned in. the 
xith chapter of the Revelations), implies Lon- 
don. The prophecies of St. John, Daniel, Eze- 


kiel, &c. chiefly refer to the. Mefliah, the time : 


before, and the primitive chriſtians. But let 
us remark. this ſati ſuctory expoſition: he endeavours 


to ſhew, that the various and multiplied allufzans - 
to navigation and commerce, in the deſcription * 
of 
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of this Babylon, cannot poſſibly. be. ſtraified with 
any propriety to indicate an inland city, totally 


incapable of ſhipping, and remarkably deſtitute 


of trade. Now, Mr. Halhed, you, yourſelf, have 
remarked, in a preceding page, that the word 
ſee, c. cannot be taken literally; but, I ſuppoſe, 
we are to underſtand it allegorical or real, ac. 


comes it that the Roman common- wealth is 
addreſſed, by Horace, under the picture of 4 
Rip? Rome was an inland city too—was it 
Londen the poet meant? Now Herodotus informs 
us that Babylon was exceedingly fertile, and, as 
it abounded in fiſh, there muſt have been ſome 
kind of navigation.” Women were bought and 
ſold, and were faves in Babylon; and fouls of 
men were wantonly abuſed, by the papiſtical no- 
tion of deliverance through purgatory. Theſe, 
io the intelligent reader, muſt, undoubtedly, be 


more forcible arguments, than Halhed's curious 
acknowledgment (as already remarked), of having 


diſpoſed of bis foul, by the way of a probatum gi. 
That 


cording to the interpretation Mr. Brothers wiſhes? Ho 
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That all Londoners make a merchandiſe of f ckelt v 
thus he writes ta | 
4 Muft I ſpeak out (ſays Mr, Halhed) muſe 
I produce an inſtanceꝰ Well, then, I $44 aft 
inſtance : 1 myſelf- am that inſtance and the 
Speaker is à living witneſs to the truth of my 
aſſertion. There has he ſat in bis chait; day 
after day; for chree years together, beholding 
me crouched behind the Treafuty Beneh, with 
my ſoul in my hand, like a -couritty gitt in the * 
marker” with her butter and eggs befbre Her, 
amiouſly waiting for the lucky moment when 
the Tellers would come and tid me of my 
burthen, that I might run home and Hide 
myſelf, And while 1 44 ſell my foul, it was 
all in the true ſpieit of commercial credit that 
fo peculiarly diſtiaguiſhes this country: 1 fold 
it purely upon truſt; I net have received wit 
frilling ; and now I am taught by experience £0 - 
apprehend that the purchaſer will never pay me 
one farthing for it. Bur though I fold my ſoul, 
I could never ſell my tongue: While the ohr 
loitered an abandoned proſtitute in the market, 
F the 
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the other remained ſullenly immoveable at home, 
The emancipation of the former would have 
opened the priſon doors of the latter could 1 
have caught the Speaker's eye! But it is of no 
conſequence now Liberavi animam meam—and both 
my ſoul and my wenge are from henceforth at 
8 " Ws 
Not pour tongue, Me. Halhed, for G25 are 
few in the houſe ever heard you pet. But you 
have given liberty, indeed, to your pen, when 
thus you have undertaken to defend; a prophet 
(as he calls himſelf), who predicts the deſtrue- 
tion of our nation—and all for what? becauſe 
vou have already confeſſed, you never received a 
Shilling. ' Then pray, Mr. Halhed, how did you 
fell your ſoul! You offered it for ſale, but it 
was not purchaſed—it was not worth one. farthing. 
Seeing then you have redeemed your foul-—ſold, 
yet never bought—pray now endeavour to reco- 

ver your ſenſes, 12 
In this chapter of the Revulidiens we read 
(verſe 2), Babylon the Great 1s fallen, 18 fallen! 
which is the true ſpirit of prophecy, for the 
| fourth 
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fourth verſe ſafficiently aſcertaĩns that Babylon 
was then ſtanding. The calamities denounced 
reſpecting merchandiſe, &c. have a ſtrong affi- 
nity to thoſe again Tyre, which the prophet, 
Ezekiel, mentions in chap, 27, ver. 26, 27, &c. 

London, Mr. Brothers fays, is likewiſe known 
by the name of Sedom ; and for this purpoſe the 
11th- chapter of Revelation is perverted, but 


the great city, which ſpiritually is called Sodom, - in 


Egypt, where alſo our Lord was erucified, is Rome, 
the Lord being crucified there afreſh, in the 
ſufferings of his faithful 'martyrs. 

"8 cannot but admire the cunning, as welf as 
fertility, of Brothers's genius; he has artfully 
guarded himſelf againſt the non-fulfilment of 
any of his prophecies. Dreadful things (he tells 
us) were to happen, but they are prevented 
by his entreaties : we are, therefore, to ſuppoſe 
that the Almighty forbears his determinations 
through hi interceſſions. Chriſtianity has taught 
us another doctrine: Chriſt is our mediator alone. 
By this ſagacious method, Brothers, if convinced 
that the em preſs of Ruſſia has died a natural 

F 2 death, 
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of his praying, that the evil, threatened again 
her, was turned away. According to this rule, 


there is no very great art in being a prophet. 


This, however, Mr. Halhed has ingeniouſly de- 
fended, by proving that Abraham interceded 


for the preſervation of Sodom, and by the zoth 


yerſe of+the 22d chapter of Ezekiel, which be 
ſays paints out Mr. Brothers fanding in the gap 
befare the city, that be (the Lord) ſhould not deftray it. — 
Thus Brothers is a ſecond Abrabam, as well as 
Moſes. Nay, it ſeems that he has greater influence 3 
for Abraham's ſolicitations did not ſave Sodom! 
Strange infatuation! I hope, when the earth- 
quake comes, that Brothers will then be fo 
kind as to and in the gar, and pray for the 
city. 3 
Having now taken a critical review of Mr. 
Halhed's teſtimony, I ſhall beg leave to CON- 
fine myſelf to Mr. Brothers's Prophecies, and 
conclude with ſome deſultory remarks thereon. 
Though Mr. Brothers, has created ſome 
alarm among old Women, yet if has been ſhrewgly 
remarked 


death, will fain perſuade us it was on account 


28 STe 2 


8 WM 


——_ wa ww , on Rs 


\ 


34 ) | 
remarked by ſeveral of thoſe very 'people; that 
he /peoks, 10 much of bimfalf. There are none of 
the Prophets, in the. Sacred Writings, Egotifis, 
How comes it then that Brothers ſhould appr» 
priate ſo many pages to the faunding of his on 
name? The firſt verſe, he ſays, of the 4th chap- 
ter of the prophet Iſaiah appertains to him. 
Now this firſt verſe belongs to the third chap- 
ter (the chapters being improperly divided) as 
it entirely alludes to the foregoing prophecy. 
He is likewiſe the zoazING Lo in the 3th 
verſe of the 11th chapter of the ad book of 
Eſdras :—now the - prophet, in this chapter, al- 
ludes to the diviſions that would take place, 
in the Jewiſh ſtate, after the return from the 
Babyloniſh captivity ; for the fimile of an eagle 
(in the fiſt verſe), denotes power—and the di- 


viſion of the feathers, public diſſentions. The 


next chapter, which contains an interpretation 

of the viſion (not according to that of Mr. 

Brothers), in the 32d verſe, declares the lion to 

be the anointed of the Moſt High, the Meſſiah, 
which character Brothers aſſumes. But this is 

not 
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not- his only preſumptive declaration; ſeeing 
that he: cannot deny the palpable alluſions to 
the. Meſſiah, in ſeme places, he has the auda- 
eity to tell us that the Meſſiah and he are 
together meant in two ſueceeding verſes, 30, 
and 31. But I ſhall leaue it tꝰ any reader if 
they can find'i out +209 perſons" in theſe verſes :2 
And He | ſhall: come, to ile ' aftpniſhment We them that 
aell upon th rail . 

Aud one ball "undertake to fight" againſt another, a, » 
one city again another, one * ag antther, and 
the realm againſt and ber: „ 0340 

Surely the commg of only ene perſon is ia 
denoted; and that perſon Brothers err pe- 
to: :be'Chntze)þ 5 oo) 1 111 

Mr. Brothers bids us /** obſerve that the R 
velation was given to St. John a long time aſter 
the death of Chriſt, not to commemorate thoſe 
things which were before, which were fulfilled; 
and which were Known © before the time of 
writing it, but to record thoſe. things which are 
to be in future, and which are to be fulfilled. 
Now this Ing time after Chriſt, is, according to 


= 


Irenæus, 


a. a at 
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Irenæus, A. D, 96, when St. John, was baniſhed 
to the ifle of Patmos, by the emperor Dami- 
tian. However, Sir Iſaac Newton, fixes the time 
of writing. this book (with great propriety), in 
the. time, of Nero. Brothers, himſelf, agrees 
that the prophecics herein correſpond with thoſe 
of Daniel; of courſe they, muſt appertain to the 
Meſliah : and though - they may not directly 
treat of his firſt coming, yet, in many places, 
they aſſuredly do of his ſecond, | St. John, as 
well as the reſt of the apoſtles, St. Jude, &c. 
were emyloyed in propagating the Mord, and, 
CuR1sT is the chief perſon alluded to as the judge, 
in the. Apocalypſe. ;, ; | 

We are told, by Brothers, Ss * two * 
ters of the prophet Haggai, mean the preſent 
time of the world, &c. Now Haggai, who pro- 
phecied in the 6th year of Darius Hyſtaſpes, Was 
inſpired, for the purpoſe of encouraging the Jews 
to proceed with the rebuilding of the city and 
temple, after the foundation had been laid: far 
.the people had built houſes for themſelves, but 


were unwilling to aſſiſt in rebuilding the Temple, 
as 


( 48 ) | 
as appears from the 4th verſe of the firſt chapter, 
und the 23d of the ſecond, which Brothers has 
falſely interpreted, predicts, that the Meſſiah 


ſhould be inveſted with power and authority, as 
the head of the church, and judge of the world. 

Mr. Brothers ſays, that the meſſenger mentioned 
in the third chapter of the prophet Malachi, and 
the Elijah mentioned in the fourth chapter, are 
two diſtinct perſons. Herein Mr. Brothers is 
miſtaken. It is John the Baptiſt, only, who came 
in the ſpirit and power of Elias, preaching repent- 
ance; and that John the Baptiſt is ſignified by 
the name of Elijah, is apparent from St. Matt. ch. 
xvii. ver. 13. when our Saviour's diſciples undet- 
ſtood that their divine maſter meant John the 
Baptiſt by that title, | 97 

Every impartial reader muſt own, that Bro- 
thers's book is exceedingly dark and myſterious 
throughout. To miſguide the million who are 
generally bewildered by a quantity, and are too apt 
to believe, what they cannot comprehend, we find ſe- 
veral quotations from the ſcriptures, without any 
pretended application whatever. To add to the 


myſtery, 


( 49.) 


myſtery; and render the cloud more thick, ſe» 
veral words are put in Italics: in ſhort, the more 
we read, the more we find that the writer is in a 
labyrinth. He introduces names unknown to the, 
world, and runs on in ſuch a bombaſtic ſtyle, that 
reaſon has evidently left her ſeat! He has given 
us the 6th chapter of the Revelation, as relating 
(he ſays) to the preſent war; this is the viſion of 
the fix ſeals ; but Mr. Brothers, notwithſtanding, 
his quotation of the whole, afterwards alludes to 
the #th and ſixth ſeals, The ib, he ſays, is now 
opened; the ſixth is t» be opened. In contradic- 
tion to Mr. Brothers's foreſering abilities, I muſt 
obſerve, that the fifth ſeal is underſtood as an al- 
luſion to the ſevere perſecution under Diocleſian, 
from A. D. 270, to A. D. 304, which was the 
moſt extenſive and furious of all, for” then ſo 
many Chriſtians ſuffered death, that the heathens 
boaſted, in an ancient inſcription, that they had 
effaced the name and ſuperſtition of the Chriſtians, 
Now the t ſeal, (which Brothers fays is to be 
fulfilled) is ingeniouſly interpreted by Mr. Low- 
man, to refer to the great commotions in the em- 

5 6 -  pire, 
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pire; from Maximilian to Conſtantine the Great; 
during which time there were many bloydy bat- 
tles fought between the contending emperbts;' till 
Conſtantine aboliſhed Paganiſm and eſtabliſhed - 
the Chriſtian religion. This interpretation he 
confirms by appoſite paſſages ur neee 
and the heathen hiſtorians, | TAE 
Brothers has laboured exceedinghy” m prove 
himſelf a prophet from the Holy Scriptiiies,” But 
I think that. which is moſt applicable to o himifelf, | 
is the 22d chapter of Kings, which he has ; forced 


'S 


into his work with a degree of imprudence, 1 
think, as he might ſurely have fareſetn that the 
alluſion would have been made. This chapter i is 
reſpecting falſe prophets, who were prompted by an 
evil ſpirit to tell lies. And if the prophet be decejved 
when he hath ſpoken a thing A the Lord bath , ceived: 
that prophet, and the Lord will fretch out his hasd upon 
bim, and will deſtroy him from his people Iſrael, (Esel, 
ch. xiv. ver. 9.) Theſe were prophets, like Mr, 
B. who propbecied cut of their own bearts—fodliſh Pro: 
Pheti, that followed their own ſpirit, and ſaw nothing of 


truth—they were ſuch as had ſeen vanity and lying 
divination, 
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. 
divination,” pretending to- be God's prophets, when 
the Lord! bud not ſent then they ſeduced the people, Thus 
the 12th'chapter of Ezekiel diſplays a moſt ads | 
mirable picture of the preſent antiprophets,.” -*» 
Be not deceived, Brothers, for chriſtian charity) 
induces me to think that enthuſiaſm hath taken 
ſo great poſſeſſion of your mind, that you do nat 


ſes the conſequences of what you. pretend to fe. 
. Fanatics have frequently brought upon themſelves 


Firs calamities, and while bewildered with ſtrange 
fancies, have not only deceived the weak and 
credulous, but in the end proved themſel ves the 
greateſt dupes of wild imagination. I muſt tay, 
chat I think you have arrogated more chan any of 
the real prophets ever did. You call yourſelf 1 
Moſes—Nephew of Chriſt Son of God—a bright 
Star—a Sound of Thunder in the Ears of the 
Wicked—a Lantern to the Jews—a Great Man!!! 
&c. Now the Apoſtles, &c. were content to be 
eſteemed the humble ſervants of God, and to ſuffer 


ſhame for his name—You think there is nothing in 
your book that. the Engliſh law can take hold of; 


without being a Wonderful Counſellor, I muſt beg 


leave 


| *( 33 } 
leave to ſet your to rights—Perſons pretending to 
prophecies, are puniſhable at common law. By 
ſtature, likewiſe, if any perſon publiſh-ſuch pro- 
phecies, &c. they ſhall forfeit 101, for the firſt 
offence, and ſuffer a year's impriſonment; and-for 
the ſecond, incur the forfeiture of all their goods, 
It is unneceflary to add any further remarks 
upon the fallacy and folly of Brothers 's predic- 
tions—He may ſee whatever viſions his fancy 
_ preſents, and think what he likes, but the wiſe 
put no faith in dreams; and they who talk thereof, 
as Shakſpear remarks —< talk of nothing.” God 
hath already revealed his will, and it is impious to 
to ſuppoſe that, after his Sen, he would ſend ſuch 


an humble prophet as—Brothers. 
ATIS;;. 
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